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Bishop leads
centenary
celebration

AN historie church
which bas played a cen-
tral role in the life of
Wemyss Bay for 100
years has held celebra-

tions to mark its
centenary.
St Joseph’'s and St

Patrick’s was packed for the
commemoration led by
Bishop John Mone.

Television pictures from
the servire were rela to
the church hall whic
used as an "overflow” for
the centenary event, which
had been given a papal
blessing.

Bishop Mone, Bishop
Stephen MedGill and a large
number of visiting priests
concelebrated Mase.

Inverclyde Provest David
Roach, Incal councliler Bob
Camphell, the Bev Bill
Armstreng, minister of
Skelmorite and Wemyss
Bay Parish Church, and a
number of school head
teashers were among the
guests.

During the service Bishop
Mone noveiled a centenary
piague in the church and
afterwards Canon Joseph
Chuan, ish Prisat, and
Mr Armstrong planted teves
to signify the ecumenical
spirit in which the cenie-
nary celebrations had been
cenductod,

Canl:fm Eu.iun told the Tol-
egraph: "A marques was set
up in the church grounds
and afler the serviee every-
one enjoyed some food and
the chance to meet friende
old and now. The following
night we had a dance in the
Gourock Jarvis Hotel.

St. Joseph’s 8 St. Patrick's
Wemyss Bay

& entenary
23id June 1001 - 2001

THE church contenary book.

By DAVID
CARNDUFF

Every aspect of the conte-
nary celebrations was a
great success,”

Meanwhile, a con
book has been published
giving a history of worship
in the area.

It notes that Inverkip was
a parish according to Papal
Registers of the Pontificate

of Honorius III (1216 to
1227).

In 1869, a wooden but
was used as a chapel for
worship in Main Street,
Inverkip, and this was
moved to Wemyss Bay in
1887. The present church
was built for a cost of
£1,200 to accommodate 200
pariahioners and was for-
mally dedicated on 23 June,
1901.
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