











St. Josepll's 8 St. Patrick’s

To the Parish Community of
St Joseph's and St Patrick's

My Dear People of God,

Congratulations to you and Canon Quinn as you celebrate the Centenary of
your parish church. You will be aware that this church is of particular historical
and architectural value and is admired not only by all who come to visit and pray
here, but by so many who pass by.

Your church has an atmosphere which is quite unique and draws people from
out with the parish boundaries who feel at home and welcome and make this
church their faith centre.

I love coming here to celebrate Holy Mass which is now our sublime act of
worship and the greatest prayer known to Christians. As you gather around me,
I feel a sense of that welcome, a sense of community and care for one another.

This historic occasion gives me the opportunity to congratulate Canon Quinn
for all he has achieved since coming here. I mention only two.

The hall, which he had the vision and courage to build has beena 'GOD-SEND'
in helping you to grow as a true community. Then there is the new car park! He
is continually telling us that anything that has come about, has only been possible
because you have been behind him and given such outstanding support. Thank
you for that.

Please continue to respond to his invitations to be a true Eucharistic Community
growing in the love of God and in the love and care of one another.

I bless you and those who have gone before you in faith, priests and people and
all who have brought us to this day.

With affection

+John
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St. Joseph's & St. Patrick’s

Centenary Message

Dear Parishioners,

To have the opportunity of celebrating the centenary of our church is a privilege.
It is an occasion when we express our humble gratitude to God for the many
graces and blessings he has bestowed on generations of people who have
worshipped here for the past hundred years. It is interesting to note that part of
this area, Inverkip, was a Parish according to Papal Registers of the Pontificate of
Honorius III (1216-1227). In 1869, a wooden hut was used as a chapel for
worship in Inverkip Main Street. It was referred to as "The Holy Ground". It
brought back memories to me of a similar place of worship in my native Co.
Clare, when in 1852 the parishioners there had no site for a church, and the
Parish Priest of the time, got a large bathing box built and mounted on wheels.
For seven vears men of the area took the bathing box to the sea shore and the
Priest said mass in it surrounded by his flock. This lasted every Sunday for seven
years and then the present church at Kilbaha was built with a special wing to
house the bathing box known as " Little Ark". It is there to this day asa monument
to the faith of these people.

Our great pleasure today is the presence of Bishop Mone, together with local
Clergy and Ministers of The Church of Scotland to join with former parishioners,
and Civic Dignatories on this historic occasion when the present Church was
built to replace the wooden hut, moved here from Inverkip in 1887 and dedicated
by the then Archbishop of Glasgow as a place of worship. This Church, beautiful
as it is, is more than stone and mortar; it is an expression of our highest aspiration,
"A living stone" (1 Peter 2,4) to our faith in the divinity of Jesus Christ and his
promise of eternal life.

With the Apostolic Blessing, which we have received on this occasion from Our
Holy Father Pope John Paul II and with the encouragement of our Bishop as
expressed in his foreword to this history, may we ever remain loyal to the ideals
to which this temple of God gives witness.

(Canon) Joseph Quinn
Parish Priest
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Twles of the Oak
CHRISSWELL

"peace has o bower by still Chrisswell
But dark Dunrvod conceals a witcheraft spell.”

The House of Chrisswell

In its heyday, the palace of Chrisswell was said to rival Ardgowan in size and
majesty, although today it is only remembered by a small farmhouse which stands
on the hill above the IBM complex.

There is mention of a chapel at Chrisswell as early as the thirteenth century, in
the reighn of Robert III, though a sacred well, which remains a short distance
trom the farmhouse, may have been in existence long before this. The waters of
the well or spring, known as Boag's well, is said to have healing properties, and
from this chapel lands gained their original name of Chrystwall, or Christ's Well.
In the year 1556, Sir Lawrence Galt, named as owner of the chapel grounds,
deemed the lands to Sir James Lindsay, a chaplain, and his heirs; however, this
right passed to the Stewart family in the late seventeenth century.

For as long as Chrisswell stood, stories of witches, ghosts and supernatural
occurrences have attached themselves to the place.

The Prophet Peden

In 1638 the Privy Council of the King, angry at the influence of Catholics over
their monarch, drafted a petition demanding the removal of Bishops from the
Council, a move which lead to the drawing up of the National Covenant. This
document forced a wedge between the Catholic and Protestant religions and
caused much civil strife throughout the country. Most noted among the
Covenanters was the Prophet Peden, who is said to have famously cursed
Chrisswell in the seventeenth century, during the Scottish civil war.

Hunted by Catholics for much of his life, Peden often took refuge in the hills
around Spango Glen. One night however, when the weather was particularly
harsh, he sought admittance to Chrisswell Farm, at this time the house was
occupied by one Monteith, a direct descendant of the Monteith who betrayed
William Wallace, and a fierce opponent of the Covenanters. Peden wass refused
admittance and took out his wrath on the inhabitants, declaring that for their
unkindness, the traffic of the world would one day pass through their midst and
that the roof would be open to the winds of heaven. It is strange to note that
with the construction of IBM factory and a well travelled dual carriageway passing
through the former grounds of Chrisswell, it would appear as if some, if not all
of Peden's prophecy has been fulfilled.
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Extract from
The Catholic Directory for Scotland 1902

PART V.

I. EVENTS, 1901

23rd June - Opening of new church at Wemyss Bay.

This church is designed in the late decorated style, and consists of nave, chancel,
and sacristy. The west gable is pierced with five-light window with cusped heads
and rather perpendicular in treatment. On the Gospel side of this end is an
entrance door leading into the inner porch. Besides the window at west end, the
nave is lit by five three-light windows, and three two-light windows. The chancel
is divided from nave by woodwork, forming an arch and is richly tranceried in
spandrels. On the Gospel side of this is the door to confessional, and on the
other side, in a similar position, is a recess for a small side alter. The end wall of
chancel is pierced with a rose window. The roof is formed of a couple of rafters;
it 1s ceiled at the collars at height of seventeen feet from the floor. The total
height of the church from the ground id twenty- six feet. It is sixty feet long and
twenty- four feet wide, and will accommodate about 200. The cost has been put
about £1200. It has been designed by Messrs. Pugin & Pugin, of London.

The opening ceremony of this beautiful little church took place on 23rd June,
1901. The blessing of the church began at 11.30am, and at the Solemn High
Mass which followed immediately, Very Rev. Alex. Canon Taylor, M.R., was
celebrant; Rev. Peter Murray, pastor of the mission, being deacon; and Rev.
Alex. McCormick, sub-deacon. The Mass was the votive one of St. Joseph, because
the church itself is dedicated to the Patron of the Universal Church. Owing to
inclement weather not many had travelled from Glasgow, but Greenock, Largs,
the two Skelmorlies, Inverkip and Gourock were all well represented. The preacher
was the Very Rev. Ignatius Gartlan, S.J.

In the evening there was an outdoor procession of the Blessed Sacrament.
Benediction was given in the open air amidst hundreds of devout worshippers.
Rev. A McCormick preached, and then the proceedings of the day came to a
happy termination.
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Newspaper Cuttings

Catholic Directory of Scotland
1888 P112

Wemyss Bay (Renfrewshire), St Joseph and St Patrick, 1887. Sittings , 130. -
Served from Largs, 7 1,/2 miles distant. Mass on Sunday alternately at 9 and 11
1/2; Sunday School (under Sisters of Mercy) at 5; Devotions at 6.

The Station which had existed at Wemyss Bay, where a neat wooden Chapel was
erected. Mass was said in it from the end of May, but the formal opening did not
take place until 28th August, when Missa cantata was celebrated by the Vicar
General and the sermon preached by His Grace the Archbishop.

Sunday Schools at Largs, Wemyss Bay, Millport and Skelmorlie. Catechetical
Instructions occasionally given by the Clergymen, during the week, in each of
these places.

Societies. - Holy Family, Mount Carmel.

Glasgow Observer
1951

WEMYSS BAY CHURCH 'FLITTED' TWICE.

Parishioners may transfer from one Parish to another. A Parish may split into
several parishes but surely Wemyss Bay Catholics can lay claim to the only church
which twice "flitted" after it's flock.

The Golden Jubilee of the Solemn opening of the present church of St Joseph
and St Patrick which took place earlier this year is expected to be celebrated
within a few weeks time.

The Church built of Wemyss Bay stone was opened on 23rd June 1901. Before
that Mass was offered in a wooden building which had been a non-catholic place
of worship in Dunoon.

The wooden building was taken up and transported to a garden at Inverkip,
which became known as "The Holy Land". When the lease of "The Holy Land"
ran out in 1886, a house in Wemyss Bay was put up for sale and after this was
bought and taken over, the wooden hut flitted again to the new site.

Before this wooden building was purchased, Mass was offered in the home of
Mrs Shanken at Inverkip and still earlier in the open air.
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Glasgow Observer
Saturday, June 22 1901

THE NEW CHURCH AT WEMYSS BAY
TO BE OPENED ON SUNDAY.

This beautiful building, standing at the head of the rising ground near Wemyss
Bay Pier, will supply a want long felt by the Catholics of Inverkip and Upper and
Lower Skelmorlie. Formerly the spiritual needs of the Catholics living in these
parts were attended to by Canon Condon, and after him by Canon Taylor. Until
the erection of the present new Church, a small wooden erection served as a
place for Divine service. This same wooden erection, which will soon be no
more, in days gone by was actually a protestant place of worship in Dunoon,
where it was bought by the Catholics. The whole erection was transplanted to a
garden at Inverkip, and for a long time the spot upon which the Catholics had
anchored their Ark was known as "The Holy Land". Previous to the era of
wood, Holy Mass was celebrated in the open air, and after that in the house of
Mrs Shannon, of Inverkip.

About 1886 the lease of "The Holy Land" ran out and a house in Wemyss Bay
was put up for sale. Rev. Wm. Gallagher, then in charge of the combined Missions
in Largs and Wemyss Bay, through the instrumentality of Mr James McAuley,
secured the property for the Archdiocese, and thither the wooden church was
removed from Inverkip.

In May 1900, the building of the present new church was begun, and finished
quite recently.

The opening function is announced for tomorrow (Sunday), 23rd June, service

beginning at 11.30am. Train leaves St Enoch tomorrow at 7.50am for Greenock,
returning from Greenock at 8pm.
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The Skelmorlie Reservoir Disaster

Most of our Community are unaware that the village of Skelmorlie suffered a
tragic disaster in the first quarter of this century. It is now almost forgotten but

if you look very carefully the traces remain of the event, which took place on
18th April 1925.

Skelmorlie reservoir, which belonged to Eglinton Estate, provided the water
supply to the village. Built in 1861 by a local man known as Navvy Young who
was an itinerant contractor, who had his own band of labourers. The reservoir
had caused locals concern as it appeared that no-one was responsible for
maintaining it since it's construction.

On the day that the disaster occurred there had been torrential rain and high
winds when a reservoir embankment above the village suddenly gave way and
millions of gallons of water flowed through the village causing a huge torrent of
water to rampage homes, streets and gardens. Very quickly it was established
that five people including four children had lost their lives. The carnage to the
village was unimaginable. The Head Forester and Water Superintendent was
Robert Donaldson of Eglinton Estate. He had carried out his routine inspection
on the reservoir the previous evening, and again in the morning of the disaster at
8.30am. There was apparently nothing amiss but he did note that only 3 inches
of the eighteen inch diameter overflow pipe were above the water level. The
weather that day was extremely wet and very stormy with a very high wind from
the north. There was a heavy spray deposited on the bank. Locals recall that the
road was flooded and that the rain had not stopped. Many recount that the Easter
Holiday had been ruined by the inclement weather, typical of this west coast.

Memories differ as to exactly when the disaster struck but it would appear that
shortly after lunchtime, a family living about 50 yards below the reservoir heard
a loud crack, and noted with alarm, that two fissures had suddenly appeared in
the embankment, and that water had started to seep out. After only a few seconds,
the embankment gave way along a thirty foot length under the tremendous
pressure of the water resulting in the flood that suddenly torrented down the
steep slope of the village. Several eye-witnesses testify that the water rushed in
tolds like the waves of a very angry sea. The wall of the water is described as
being about thirty foot high and the noise that accompanied it was described as
being like thunder. Captain Scott of Stroove House said he heard "a roar, just a
roar, nothing else." Others said that it was like the noise of a great motor car.

All obstacles in the way of the great torrent were crushed and carried along with
it into the waters of the Clyde below. Trees, garden walls, outbuildings, rocks,
roadways were all torn up in the relentless force of the flood. Wrecked motor
cars and the remains of their garages were also carried in the torrent. Within ten
to fifteen minutes of the disaster, the reservoir had emptied.
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At Birchburn Cottage, Mrs Dallas heard the noise of the first escape of water
and rushed outside to see what was going on. She immediately recognised that
the overflow from the reservoir had suddenly and dramatically increased. She
gathered her children together outside and it was her intention give warning to
the family at Taymouth House, which lay below her own home. She instructed
her children to follow her through the flood but frozen with fear, they hesitated
and at the moment of the great burst of water, she watched aghast and helpless
as her children were swept away. Men waded into the water frantically searching
for the children, but to no avail.

The cries from Mrs Dallas had alerted the occupants of Taymouth House. Jenny
Adam was at a garage at the bottom of the garden along with her niece, nephew
and maidservant. In all their distress, they decided to return to the house.
Unfortunately, Ursula, the niece, slipped and fell and without thought for her
own safety, Mrs Dallas, turned back to help her and in that split second, they
were both caught up in the flood and were relentlessly swept away.

Patrick Adam was inside his house when the flood- waters struck, and managed
to escape by climbing out of a window. He was met by Sandy Dallas, who was
completely distraught and who told him that his three children were missing,.
Patrick struggled down through his own garden to try and find out what had
become of his own wife and niece. Horror-stricken, he caught a brief sight of his
wife in the torrent as she was swallowed up. He never saw his niece.

When the torrent had passed, the village was devastated. A great chasm could be
seen where the reservoir embankment had collapsed , trees and shrubbery were
strewn everywhere. At one place, just above strove House, a hole in the road
measured twelve feet wide and forty feet deep. Birchburn Cottage was completely
demolished. In a fifteen minute period, lives had been changed forever.

The reservoir had held five and a half million gallons of water. In less than fifteen
minutes it was empty. As soon as the extent of the disaster was realised, offers of
help came from all quarters. Many waded waist deep in muddy waters, in a
desperate attempt to find anyone alive. But early optimism soon turned to sorrow,
as the victims of the disaster were all found one by one. Those who died were
Jenny Adam, Winifred Menhennet, Freddie Dallas (7), Alex Dallas (7) and Ursula
Scott. It was a miracle there were not more life's lost. People came from far and wide
to work at clearing the disaster area. They came by every possible mode of transport.

A Public Enquiry into the disaster was held at Kilmarnock on 15th June 1925.
Mr Hogg, a Civil Engineer, said in his evidence "The proximate cause of the
failure was the inadequacy of the overflow arrangements". This coupled with
the torrential rain resulted in the disaster.

Grateful thanks to Wilma Davidson for being the source of this information.
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Events in the Parish

SCIAF Annual Barbecue
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The Sisters of Mercy

Correspondence relating to the presence of the Sisters of Mercy in Wemyss
Bay dates back to 1887. }/‘7
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The Right Revd . Mgr. John Ritehie,
160 RENFREW STREET .

JOHN M¢ LACH.LAN.

4 Wit Geonge Sront

TELEPHONE
CenTRAL 3747

: --j;;/g//(w/ ~__5th May 1921.

Dear Right Revd. Sir,
Burlington Villa, Wemyss Bay
I have seen the Feu Contract of

1847, as engrossed in the Superiors’
Chartulary, and I find that there are

no restrictions as to height of build-
:ings , that the buildings must be kept
within the building line laid down, and
that no buildings may be erected within 15
Poet of the Western, that is the back,
boundary -~ which 15. feet are to be left
as a lane, but that lane has in all

probability already been formed.
I re the Titles.

/Yours faithfully
Pl Liferter
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St. Joseplfs & St. Patrick’s

RULES AND REGULATIONS

OF THE

Skelmorlie and Wemyss Bay Gas and
Electric Supply Co., Ltd.

The Directors request the special attention of all Consumers to
the following Rules and Regulations, which all are held
to agree to :—

I.—All parties wanting Service Pipes taken into their houses to
leave notice at the Gas Works. All the interior fittings, etc., to be at
all times open for the Manager’s examination, and kept in good condition,
so as to prevent any escape of gas; and when any repairs are pointed out
as needed, the supply will be stopped until this is done.

I1.—All meters used to be such as are approved of by the Directors,
subject to the inspection of the Manager. The Company’s Officers to
have access at all reasonable times to examine them, and fill them with
water when required; and, when found faulty, to cause them to be repaired.
No person will be allowed to remove or disconnect Meters without giving
due intimation to the Manager.

III —As an interruption to the action of the Meter may occur from
various causes, the Company to have the right of charging Consumers with
the same quantity of Gas as may have been used by them at the same
period of the previous year, till the Meter is tested

IV.—When gas is used in Furnished Houses it is not the Sub-Tenant
that is liable to the Company for payment of the Gas, but the party
furnishing the house, who-must see-that-the. Gas-used i$ paid for; and--
it is imperative that those shutting up their houses during the winter
months settle their accounts for Gas, and have the state of the Meter
taken before Jeaving; also when an inspection of the Meter is wanted by
parties leaving houses, or otherwise, due notice to be given that the
Manager may have sufficient time to do so.

V.—Those leaving their houses between Terms must give notice to
the Manager, otherwise they will be held liable for the Gas consumed
till such notice be given; and before any person use the Gas sufficient
information should be given that thg Manager may inspect the Meter, as
the charge will be made for th.tever Qua.ntxty the Meter indicates. The
Manager to have access at all times to the Meter, either for inspection or
for other purposes connected with the Company.
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Ivy Cottage,
INVERKIP.
October 27, 1942.

Sister-in-Charge,
Convent of Mercy,
Forbes Place,
WEMYSS BAY. .

Dear'Sister Meary Francis,

I have your letter of 23rd inst. and
em writing the Telephone Manager asking him to do what he can
to hasten the instaellation of a telephone in the Convent in
view of the possibility of it being required es a Casualty
Receiving Station.

It is very difficult to get a telephone.
I hed to wait 4 months to get one for my Werdens Post in
Inverkip where one would have thought priority would have

applieg.

I fear that in eny emergency we will
have to be prepared to wohﬁmwith messengers as telephones
are very likely to go out of action as thev did during the
occurrences in May 1941.

Mr.Sloan, Redholm, would arrange for
trensmission &f any messages. :

Inverkip & Wemyss Bay
Invasion Committee.
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OFFICE

Telephone ;
Central 8961,
SCOTLAND WEST TELEPHONE AREA.
Telephone Manager : TELEPHONE MANAGER'S OFFICE,
H. T. W. MILLAR, 250 ST. VINCENT STREET,
A.MLE.E.

Your ref.: "3 GLASGOW. C.2.
P.O. ref.: 227.C.
12 November, 1942,

Dear Madanm,

Referrirng to your application for
telephone service on the E/:Lth June last, I a=
tleased toc inform you that ir the light of -
Ji"v.z:;“c.her informatiorn supplisd by lir.A.S.Fyfe,
this service can be provided if taken at the
Business Rate,

Perhaps you will therefore kindly sign
the enclosed form 1f this meets with your
reguirements, and returr as soon as possible,
pleasa.

Yours faithfully,

Sales Tuolll,

Sister M.F. Gordon-Smith,
Convent of Mercy,
Forbes Place,
WENYSS BAY,
Renfrewshire.
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OFFICE
Telephone :
Central 8961,
SCOTLAND WEST TELEPHONE AREA. !
Telephone Manager : TELEPHONE MANAGER'S OFFICE, .
H. T. W. MILLAR, 250 ST. VINCENT STREET,
A.M.L.E.E.
Your ref.: GLASGOW. C.2.
P.O. ref.: 227.C.
12 November, 1942,
Dear Sir,

_ Referring to gour letter of the 27th
ultimo re%aralng the provision of telephone
service at the Convenl of lMercy, Forbes Flace,
Wemyss Bay, I sm pleased to inrorm you that
in the light of further intormation suppliea
bglyou, i%.nas been found possible to provide
this service, and an agreement for signature
has been forwsrded to t !

Yours fuithfully,

he Sister in enarge.

Sales Tups endent.,
A.S. Fyfe, Hsg., |
Ivy Cottace

INVERKTP,
Greenock, .
Renfrewshire,
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Jno. Shaughnessy, Quigley & McColl

Solicitors & Notaries

JOHN G. QUIGLEY, M.A,, LL.B.
JAMES M. FARRELL, M.A. LL.B.
HENRY J TAYLOR,B.L.
BRENDAN F. MIRNER, LL.B,
CHARLES HENNESSY, LL.B,

Ashfield House
402 Sauchiehall Street
Glasgow G2 3JJ

Telephone 041-332 8351

OUR REF, BM/ ES

Rev, Mother Imelda,

Convent of Mercy
62 Hill Street,
Glasgow.

Dear Rev. Mother,

YOUR REF.

pate 20th January 1978

We thank you for your letter of 1&h inst. and note 'that the

Bishop of Paisley has a

greed to buy the Wemyss Bay property

for £20,000. We shall await the offer from his solicitors.

In the meantime would you be good enough to return the title

deeds which we sent to you some weeks ago.

We note that you wish the monies held by us to be transferred
We are presently preparing a full cash
statement to date and will let you have this within the next
few days. Could you advise us the - name of your Bank and the
Branch and account number so that we can arrange for the
transfer of the money as quickly as possible,

to your own bank.

Yours faithfully,

Jno.Shaughnessy Quigley & McColl,

, S e

Partner,

(O8]

(04]






























St. Josepl]'s 8 St. Patrick’s

St Fillan's Chapel

Ecclesiastical history is more often than not the history of a community, and
Skelmorlie is no exception, particularly from 1850. However, the existence of St
Fillan's Chapel and St Fillan's Well by Blackhouse (Manor Park Hotel) opens up
a new and interesting source for the earlier period.

The site of the Chapel appears to have been between the road and the burn, just
east of the enterance to the driveway; the well was situated somewhere near the
walled garden behind the hotel. Chapelyard Farm and the now ruined St
Phillanswell Farm only perpetuate the name and not the position, and that is
really all that is known.

There were in fact two St Fillan's, and both were closely connected with
Perthshire. The older was a leper who worked by Loch Earn; the other, and
better known one was the son of St. Kentigern and Feredach of Munster. He
became an Abbot near St. Andrew's, but retired and founded a church at
Glendochart. He died in 777 at Strathfillan and is the more likely to have
connections with Skelmorlie. Several churches in Renfrewshire, Ayrshire and
Galloway were dedicated to him, noteably at Kilallan or Kilillan near Houston,
which claims evidence of his presence there. Whether St. Fillan was here at all, or
whether a monk founded a chapel in his honour may never be known.

Boyd states that like so many other Scottish Churches it was sacked during the
Reformation, but in the record of Paisley Abbey's possessions at the take-over in
1561, there is no mention of St Fillan's Chapel at Skelmorlie. Whether it was
sacked or had already fallen into disuse is mere guesswork. There is no doubt
that it existed, and it may well have been of considerable importance in the
district somewhere between, say 750 and 1500A.D., probably before churches
were established in Largs and Inverkip. Snoddy suggests that the common local
name of 'Annet' is derived from the old Celtic word for 'Mother Church',
implying a connection with the chapel. If so it would put in the earlier period
and indicate a significant population in the 9th to 11th century period.

The evidence seems to support the theory that it was an early Celtic Church
existing before the arrival of the Cluniac Monks, and the foundation of the
Roman Catholic Church. In 1910, J.M. MacKinlay produced a work entitled
Ancient Church Dedications in Scotland. He has much to say about St Fillan
but merely mentions a chapel dedicated to him, 'and near it a spring bearing his
name' at Blackhouse.
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